
 

Photographers capture nature's beauty and drama 

By David Boitano 

September 8, 2014 

No other art form captures the beauty and 

drama of nature better than wildlife 

photography. 

With a single shot, a talented photographer 

can capture the drama of animals struggling 

to survive, the majesty of waves crashing 

against a mountain or the otherworldliness of 

exotic ocean creatures seldom seen by the 

public. 

You can experience all these images in 

BigPicture, a photography exhibit at the California Academy of Sciences on display through Nov. 2. 

Displayed in the academy’s central piazza, the exhibit celebrates the diversity of life on Earth in a series 

of color photos submitted during the first BigPicture Natural World Photography Competition earlier this 

year. 

Professional conservation photographers were asked to submit work reflecting the academy’s mission of 

exploring, explaining and sustaining life based on the question “What on earth have you photographed 

?” 

More than 6,300 works were submitted from around the world and judged by an international blue 

ribbon panel including California wildlife photographer Suzi Eszterhas, National Geographic Senior Editor 

Kathy Moran and wildlife photojournalist Klaus Nigge who shoots for National Geographic and Geo 

magazines. 

Photographers competed in several divisions including land mammals; birds; invertebrates, reptiles, 

marine mammals, fish and amphibians; landscapes, waterscapes and plant life and conservation 

imagery. 

 

The grand prize winner illustrates the daily struggle between predators and their prey. 



“The Luckiest Penguin” shows a Gentoo Penguin barely escaping a hungry Leopard Seal in Antarctic 

waters. 

The shot was obtained by Paul Souders of Seattle whose work has appeared in American, French and 

German publications. 

In a narration located near the dramatic photo, former academy Executive Director Greg Farrington 

writes that “This stunning photo captures Darwin’s insight into how life evolves and survives-which is 

what the California Academy of Sciences is all about.” 

“To survive the Leopard Seal needs to eat but the penguin needs to escape. It’s an unceasing 

competition.” 

I’ll say. Looking at the shot I can’t help but wonder if the penguin is still alive or has finally lost the 

competition. 

If you can’t make it to the exhibit, the first place winners are available for viewing online at 

http://www.calacademy.org/academy/exhibits/BigPicture2014/….. 

It’s an impressive display and holding a competition of this kinds says something about the academy’s 

standing in the international community. 

Organizers say they will do it again, but I would like to see more work by local amateur shooters. 

Opening up the contest to everyone may not produce the kind of breathtaking images now being 

shown, but would go a long way toward promoting the conservation message in the Bay Area 

community. 

I’d love to take part in such an activity but I think I need a better camera. 

I’d also need the kind of talent and experience in the wild of these accomplished image makers. That 

may be a little harder to come by. 
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