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Tracy Morgan joins forces with

GLAAD
By Arienne Thompson

Tracy Morgan is making the 
rounds with his mea culpa 
following the homophobic rant 
in a recent stand-up act in 
Nashville that's landed him in 
hot water. With the help of his 
friend Russell Simmons and 
The Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation (GLAAD), 
the 30 Rock star is trying to 
clean up the scandal.

"Of all the sicknesses, there 
is probably none more abusive 
than homophobia," Morgan 
told Simmons in a Global 
Grind interview. "What I am 
most sad about is the com-
ments I made about kids and 
bullying. I would never want 
any young person to think 
that I wasn't on their side and 
if any young person thinks 
they can bully a young gay 
kid, come see me at 30 Rock. 

On the corner, I would be 
happy to meet you. Or Brook-
lyn, if you can't make it into 
Manhattan."

Ironically, Morgan says he 
knows the sting of homopho-
bic bullying, as his family was 
ostracized when his father 
died of AIDS.

"I know how bad bullying 
can hurt. I was bullied when 
I was a kid," he tells GLAAD. 
"My family knew what it was 
like to feel different. My broth-
er was disabled and I lost 
my father to AIDS in 1987. 
My dad wasn't gay but I also 
learned about homophobia 
then because of how people 
treated people who were sick 
with that. ... I hope that my 
fans gay, straight, whatever 
forgive and I hope my family 
forgives me for this."

Through GLAAD, Morgan 
and Simmons will meet with 

gay teens in New York who 
have been left homeless after 
their parents disowned them. 
The duo will also travel to 
Nashville, where Morgan 
will apologize to the audi-
ence he offended.

"In the years that I 
have known Tracy, I've 
only ever known him 
to want to make people 
happy," Simmons tells 
GLAAD. "This experi-
ence might be a bless-
ing. The amount of pain 
he caused has resulted 
in a new sensitivity for 
him that he can now use 
to bridge communities. 
I'm proud to be a straight 
American who spends time 
advocating for the LGBT 
community and for marriage 
equality. I'm happy to have 
another ally in Tracy. People 
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By D. Kevin McNeir 
kmcneir@miamitimesonline.com 

If classical music sparks your interest, whether its 
Bach, Beethoven or Brahms, then you may want to 
check out the latest episode of “Keeping Score” on PBS 
that will air on June 23rd and 30th at 9 p.m. here in 
South Florida. The show is a nationally-acclaimed se-
ries developed by the San Francisco Symphony and its 
music director, Michael Tilson Thomas. 

Each series features one composer with fascinat-
ing tales of their life and includes performances of the 
composer’s most beloved compositions.

“We walk in [the composer’s] footsteps and visit the 
places and sounds that infl uenced their life,” Thomas 
said. 

The new episode will feature the music of Gustav 
Mahler and mark the centenary of both his death 
and the birth of the San Francisco Symphony. Mahler 
(1860-1911) was one of the leading conductors and 
composers of his generation whose own music gained 
wide popularity only after many years of neglect that 
included a ban on its performance in Europe during 
the Nazi era. After 1945, the music was discovered and 
championed by a new generation of listeners. Since 
then Mahler has become one of the most frequently 
performed and recorded composers of our day. 

“In his compositions he made reference to many 
styles, building his huge symphonies from materi-
als abstracted from songs, dances and marches from 
many cultures,” Thomas said. “His symphonies repre-
sent the many ways that people make music and why 
they make music.”

More than six million viewers have tuned into the 
critically-acclaimed episodes of “Keeping Score” on 
PBS, with previous programs about composers that 
include: Tchaikovsky, Stravinsky, Beethoven and 
Shostakovich. And to facilitate greater learning for all 
ages, the program provides interactive web content and 
training and lesson plans for teachers. 

The two one-hour documentary-style episodes were 
shot on location in the Czech Republic, Austria and 
New York, along with concert footage shot in San Fran-
cisco. 

The “Keeping Score” series can also be heard on ra-
dio. For more information go to www.keepingscore.org.  
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'MEMPHIS BEAT'

By Nancy Mills

Alfre Woodard was not a huge 
fan of TV crime shows.

"My kids watch Law & Order 
and one of the CSIs, but I get 
freaked out because the crimes 
are too awful for me."

So Woodard, 58, surprised 
herself when she agreed to play 
a cop on Memphis Beat. The 
TNT police series, which also 
stars Jason Lee, Sam Hennings 
and DJ Qualls, retured for its 
second season last week.

She said yes because she says 
her character, Lt. Tanya Rice, is 
as full-bodied as those she has 
played in fi lms such as Passion 
Fish (1992) and Cross Creek 
(1983), for which she received a 
best-supporting-actress Oscar 
nomination in 1984. "We have 
some crimes," she concedes, 
"but they haven't been the ones 
where you turn the TV off."

The actress insists on playing 
women who seem real. "A lot of 
people write middle-aged women 
as clichés," she says. "I think 
it's because we either deify or 
demonize our moms. The last 
we saw of Mom while living with 
her was our teen years." She 
adds: "People look back and say 
'Mom was a saint' or 'Mom drove 
me crazy.' When you see moth-
ers that way and try to write a 
character, they come off as one-
dimensional."

Tanya, however, has a lot 
going on. "I'm happy with her 
character development," Wo-
odard says. "She's very good 
at police work or she wouldn't 
be there, but she gets thrown 
sometimes. We can't be afraid to 
let her make big mistakes."

For example, she says, "she 
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"Throughout my career, what 
I needed to do fell within what 
was reasonable for my children 
at the time."

—ALFRE WOODARD

Local PBS 
station to 
feature San 
Francisco 
Symphony 
Goal is to make classical 
music accessible to all 

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) -- The fi rst time 
Stevie Wonder performed at the 
Apollo, he was just a child, and he 
remembers being so nervous, he 
dropped his bongos on the stage 
fl oor.

Wonder had no such butterfl ies 
last Monday night as he was hon-
ored during the 
famed theater's 
spring gala with 
induction into 
the Legends 
Hall of Fame, 
which includes 
Aretha Frank-
lin, Michael 
Jackson, Ella 
Fitzgerald and 
James Brown.

Though Won-
der was the 
main attraction, the audience was 
also wowed as he collaborated with a 
cast of friends and admirers includ-
ing Tony Bennett, Chick Corea, Paul 
Shaffer and Doug E. Fresh.

"It's a moment to cherish and re-
member, relishing in the memories of 
the times that I've been at the Apollo, 
as well as this night, the great people 
that came out to support me being 
here," Wonder said in an interview. 
"It's a great thing to be one of those 
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Stevie Wonder inducted 
into Apollo Hall of Fame

WONDER

"I know how bad 

bullying can hurt. I 

was bullied when I 

was a kid."

—TRACY MORGAN


