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SFMOMA, MoAD showcase 20th century portraits 

By Anita Katz 

 

COURTESY SFMOMA/CAMPARI USA/MICKALENE THOMAS/ ARTISTS RIGHTS SOCIETY/KATHERINE DU 

TIEL 

 MｷIﾆ;ﾉWﾐW Tｴﾗﾏ;ゲげ さ“ｷゲデ; “ｷゲデ; L;S┞ Bﾉ┌Wざ ｷゲ ;ﾏﾗﾐｪ デｴW ┘ﾗヴﾆゲ ﾗﾐ ┗ｷW┘ ｷﾐ さPﾗヴデヴ;ｷデゲ ;ﾐS OデｴWヴ 
LｷﾆWﾐWゲゲWゲ Fヴﾗﾏ “FMOMAざ ;デ “;ﾐ Fヴ;ﾐIｷゲIﾗげゲ M┌ゲW┌ﾏ ﾗa デｴW AaヴｷI;ﾐ Dｷゲ;ヮﾗヴ;く 

A ﾐW┘ ゲｴﾗ┘ ;デ “;ﾐ Fヴ;ﾐIｷゲIﾗげゲ M┌ゲW┌ﾏ ﾗa デｴW AaヴｷI;ﾐ Dｷ;ゲヮﾗヴ; ﾗa ;ヴデ ┘ﾗヴﾆゲ aヴﾗﾏ デｴW AaヴｷIan diaspora 

and Latin America reveals how portraiture に the age-old form of depicting individual identity に has 

greatly broadened in scope in the past century. 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/sanfrancisco/ArticleArchives?author=2124837
http://www.sfexaminer.com/imager/mickalene-thomas-sista-sista-lady-blue/b/original/2930777/12de/APORTRAITS.jpg


More than 50 works from the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art collection are on view through 

OIデﾗHWヴ ｷﾐ さPﾗヴデヴ;ｷデゲ ;ﾐS OデｴWヴ LｷﾆWﾐWゲゲWゲ Fヴﾗﾏ “FMOMAがざ ;ﾐ W┝ｴｷHｷデ ﾗa ヮ;ｷﾐデｷﾐｪゲが ゲI┌ﾉヮデ┌ヴWゲが 
photographs and multimedia works dating from the 1920s to the present organized by curators of 

SFMOMA and MoAD. 

Portraiture always has meant more than a pretty face, but, traditionally, it was largely limited to 

ヴWヮヴWゲWﾐデ;デｷﾗﾐ;ﾉ SWヮｷIデｷﾗﾐゲ ﾗa ;ﾐ ｷﾐSｷ┗ｷS┌;ﾉげゲ ヮｴ┞ゲｷI;ﾉ ;ゲヮWIデゲ ;ﾐS ┌ﾐSWヴﾉ┞ｷﾐｪ Iｴ;ヴ;IデWヴ ;ﾐS ﾏﾗﾗSく Tｴｷゲ 
exhibition examines how, in recent decades, portraiture has expanded to include fictional, political, 

subversive and conceptual art. 

The exhibit also provides an opportunity to see fine work by significant artists addressing black 

experiences. More than half of tｴWゲW ヮｷWIWゲ ;ヴW ﾗﾐ Sｷゲヮﾉ;┞ aﾗヴ デｴW aｷヴゲデ デｷﾏW ;ゲ ヮ;ヴデ ﾗa “FMOMAげゲ 
collection. 

Hｷｪｴﾉｷｪｴデゲ ｷﾐIﾉ┌SW さTｴヴWW MWﾐざ ふヱΓヶヶ-ヶΑぶが ; さﾏﾗﾐデ;ｪW ヮ;ｷﾐデｷﾐｪざ H┞ Rﾗﾏ;ヴW BW;ヴSWﾐが ﾆﾐﾗ┘ﾐ aﾗヴ ｴｷゲ 
portraits of 20th-century African American life. Containing printed and painted papers, watercolor and 

graphite on canvas, the civil-rights-era work features a trio of figures whose collage-style composition 

suggests a textured, complex existence. 

Aﾉゲﾗ ﾐﾗデW┘ﾗヴデｴ┞ ｷゲ さFﾗヴW┗Wヴ FヴWWざ ふヱΓンンぶが aｷｪ┌ヴ;デｷ┗W ;ヴデｷゲデ “;ヴｪWﾐデ Jﾗｴﾐゲﾗﾐげゲ ┘ﾗﾗS ;ﾐS ヮ;ｷnt sculpture 

of an African American mother. Johnson was among the first African American artists in California to 

achieve national recognition. 

Photographers include James Van Der Zee, the sought-after and sometimes experimental Harlem 

Renaissance artist wｴﾗ デﾗﾗﾆ ヮｷIデ┌ヴWゲ ﾗa Hﾉ;Iﾆ NW┘ YﾗヴﾆWヴゲく Iﾐ さF┌デ┌ヴW E┝ヮWIデ;デｷﾗﾐゲ ふWWSSｷﾐｪ D;┞ぶざ 
(1926), he combines a traditional wedding portrait with an image of a girl he has envisioned as the 

Iﾗ┌ヮﾉWげゲ a┌デ┌ヴW S;┌ｪｴデWヴく 

GﾉWﾐﾐ Lｷｪﾗﾐげゲ さN;ヴヴ;デｷ┗Wゲざ ふヱΓΓンぶ ｷゲ ; ヮﾗヴデヴ;ｷデ Iﾗﾏヮosed of text. Using the format of 19th-century slave 

narratives, Ligon explores his experiences as a gay black man in the 1990s. Contemporary selections 

ｷﾐIﾉ┌SW さ“;ヮヮｴｷヴWゲ UﾐSWヴ Cﾗデデﾗﾐざ ふヲヰヱンぶが ;ﾐ ﾗｷﾉ ヮ;ｷﾐデｷﾐｪ H┞ L┞ﾐWデデW Yｷ;Sﾗﾏ-Boakye, whose realistically 

presented subjects come completely from her imagination. 

TｴW W┝ｴｷHｷデｷﾗﾐ ;ﾉゲﾗ ｷﾐIﾉ┌SWゲ さBWデ┘WWﾐ O┌ヴゲWﾉ┗Wゲ TﾗｪWデｴWヴざ ふヲヰヱヵぶが ; ヴWIWﾐデﾉ┞ IﾗﾏﾏｷゲゲｷﾗﾐWS ｷﾐゲデ;ﾉﾉ;デｷﾗﾐ 
H┞ MｷIﾆ;ﾉWﾐW Tｴﾗﾏ;ゲく TｴW ┘ﾗヴﾆ IﾗﾏHｷﾐWゲ さ“ｷゲデ; L;S┞ Bﾉ┌Wざ ふTｴﾗﾏ;ゲげ ﾉ;ヴｪW-scale photograph from 

SFMOMAげゲ IﾗﾉﾉWIデｷﾗﾐぶ ┘ｷデｴ ヴWﾉ;デWS ヮｴﾗデﾗｪヴ;ヮｴゲ ;ﾐS ; aｷﾉﾏく TｴW ゲWデデｷﾐｪ ヴWゲWﾏHﾉWゲ ; ヱΓΑヰゲ ﾉｷ┗ｷﾐｪ ヴﾗﾗﾏく 

Additional featured artists include Consuelo Kanaga, Wifredo Lam, Nicole Miller, Kara Walker, Carrie 

Mae Weems and others. 

さPﾗヴデヴ;ｷデゲ ;ﾐS OデｴWヴ LｷﾆWﾐWゲゲWゲざ ｷゲ ヮ;ヴデ ﾗa さ“FMOMA ﾗﾐ デｴW Gﾗがざ ;ﾐ ﾗaa-site project of SFMOMA, which 

is currently closed while undergoing expansion. 

 

IF YOU GO 

Portraits and Other Likenesses From SFMOMA 

Where: Museum of the African Diaspora, 685 Mission St., S.F. 

When: Wednesdays-Sundays; closes Oct. 11 

Admission: $5 to $10, free for ages 12 and under 

Contact: (415) 358-7200, www.moadsf.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/sanfrancisco/sfmoma-moad-showcase-20th-century-

portraits/Content?oid=2930776   

http://www.sfexaminer.com/sanfrancisco/sfmoma-moad-showcase-20th-century-portraits/Content?oid=2930776
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